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HPS 71st Annual Meeting Brings Together Nearly 800 Attendees

Deepesh Poudel and Bae Chu, HPS National Harbor Task Force Cochairs; Emily Caffrey, HPS Program
Committee Chair

The Health Physics Society’s 71st Annual Meeting in July 2026 brought together nearly 800 attendees,
including more than 80 students, for 3.5 days of technical exchange and professional development.

The meeting featured 16 regular oral presentation sessions and 16 special sessions covering a broad
range of timely and emerging topics in health physics. Altogether, the technical program included 286
presentations, including nearly 50 posters. Attendees also had access to an extensive continuing
education program, including 20 Professional Enrichment Program presentations and 10 Continuing
Education Lectures.

We are grateful to the program task force members and Local Arrangements Committee for their
contributions and to Burk & Associates, Inc (BAl) for its support in making the 71st HPS Annual Meeting a
successful event.
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The Nat/onal Harbor Task Force, back row, left to r/ght Zach Tribbett (HPS Board Liaison to the Program
Committee), Anna Leonovich (BAl), Michael Martin, Charles Wilson (Continuing Education Programs
Committee Chair), Rich Adams, Lori Strong (BAl), and Dillon Vogt; front row, left to right, Tony Davilla,
Deepesh Poudel, Bae Chu, Adela Salame-Alfie, and Emily Caffrey

Photo courtesy of Judit Jimenez Sainz
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2026—-2027 HPS Officers and Board of Directors

Photo courtesy of Edward Wallace

Left to right, Secretary-elect Cindy Flannery, Director Guss Potter, Secretary Kendall Berry,
Director George Tabatadze, Treasurer Deirdre Elder, Director Greg Fairchild, President Mike
Lewandowski, President-elect Mike Mahathy, Director Matt McFee, Director Zach Tribbett, and
Executive Director Brett Burk; not pictured: Director William Irwin

2025-2026 HPS Officers and Board Members

Photo courtesy of Edward Wallace

Left to right, Director Tanya Palmateer-Oxenberg, Director Mike Boyd, Secretary Kendall Berry,
Director George Tabatadze, Treasurer-elect Deirdre Elder, Director Greg Fairchild, President Mike
Lewandowski, President-elect Mike Mahathy, Director Matt McFe
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The HPS Chicken Tradition

Photo courtesy of Edward Wallace

2026 Annual Meeting (National Harbor)
Mike Lewandowski to Mike Mahathy

Mike L. — “President Brackett
presented me with a chicken dressed
for virtual meetings in a tie (visible on
the webcam) and wearing pajama
bottoms (not visible on camera). |
continued that tradition since virtual
meetings with chapters are likely here
to stay. President-elect Mike Mahathy
is extremely comfortable with
technology so the chicken was
outfitted with its own tech including a
smartphone, tablet, and laptop
(perhaps all being used at the same
time). Ironically, baked chicken was
served at the Awards Banquet when
the chicken was transferred.”

: Visit the HPS website page The
Left to right, Mike Mahathy, Mike Lewandowski Chicken Tradition for photos and

chicken stories from over the years.

s

2026 Health Physics Society Awards

Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace unless otherwise indicated

The following awards were presented at the 71st Health Physics Society (HPS) Annual Meeting in July
2026 in National Harbor, Maryland. See the HPS website for information on Society awards.

Founders Award
Steve King

Steve King, left, receives the 2026 Founders Award
from HPS President Mike Lewandowski.

Return to Table of Contents
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Elda E. Anderson Award
Caleigh Samuels

Caleigh Samuels, left, receives the 2026 Elda E.
Anderson Award from HPS President Mike
Lewandowski

Elda E. Anderson Award Acceptance Speech

Caleigh Samuels

Thank you. It is truly an honor just to be nominated for the Elda Anderson
Award. If you look at the list of past recipients and consider what they have
contributed to the radiation protection community, it is quite humbling. I've
had to remind myself several times this week that one of the main
qualifications of the award this year was being younger than the Chernobyl
accident, in other words, it speaks as much to the confidence you have in me
to continue to contribute as it does to the contributions I've made up to this
point. Thank you for the confidence you have in me. | am especially thankful
to Derek and Deepesh who spent months preparing my nomination packet,
the many individuals who wrote letters of support, and the Awards
Committee.

Elda E. Anderson Award | would like to take a moment to thank my family. My older siblings gave me
recipient Caleigh Samuels the resilience to read scathing reviews of my work and make the choice to

take it as a learning experience. My parents consistently pushed me to try
things outside of my comfort zone but knew me well enough to recognize that | was not going to be a
prima ballerina, redirected my efforts to other endeavors, and accepted all the snark I've given them for it
since. Finally, | would like to thank my husband for the sacrifices he’s already made enabling me to chase
my career goals. | would not be here without each of you.

I've spent a lot of time thinking about what | wanted to say with the rest of my time. | owe my appreciation
to far more people than | can possibly acknowledge in the short time | was allotted. | don’t have a famous
quote to inspire you or sage advice to offer the next generation. So instead, in true strategic planning
fashion, I've decided to make a request of each of you for our future: give your fellow HPS members your
time and patience. When | think about the people that got me here today, the things that they share are
the chances they took on me, the time that they spent on me, and the patience they’ve had with me as |
continue to find my way.

Return to Table of Contents
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The staff of Georgia Tech’s Office of Radiation Safety took a chance on hiring me when | hardly knew
what a GM was. They took the time to train me as an HP Tech, not just to be their gopher but to
understand the radiation safety program: the technical parts, the regulatory parts, and the social part ...
well, at least they tried with that last bit.

My graduate research advisor, Nolan Hertel, took the time to introduce me to radiation protection
research and to the HPS community. He saw potential in me that | didn’t see myself and took the time to
convince my co-advisor, Armin Ansari, to meet me. The two of them continued to take chances on me,
donate their time, and be patient through my many stumbles as | became a researcher and learned to
navigate the professional world.

Rich Leggett, my mentor and CRPK colleague, took a little more convincing, but after deciding to take a
chance on me, he has found time to train me, listen to my ideas (good and bad), and share his with me
every day since.

My other CRPK colleagues, particularly Derek Jokisch and Nicole Martinez, have spent countless hours
on calls with me, driving to Oak Ridge to meet with me, making me laugh when work gets too serious,
and forgiving me when | refuse to let papers be “good enough.” The time they spend with me continues to
make me not only a better scientist, but a better human.

Within the Society, over the last two years, the Strategic Planning Committee and the Board gave me the
time to make mistakes and gently corrected me as Mike and Kendall probably used every ounce of their
patience to teach me the history and details of the HPS Strategic Planning process.

Although it may not always feel like it, all of us, regardless of our area of expertise or seniority in the field,
have time. | ask that you give just a little of it to each other. Take the time to listen, to learn, and to share
knowledge with each other. We are all responsible for the next generation of radiation protection.

Thank you for your time.

2026 Elda Anderson Breakfast

| BB e
4 i 1
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The Elda Anderson Breakfast was held Tuesday, 7 July, in honor of past and present recipients of the HPS Elda E.
Anderson Award. Attending in 2026 were, left to right, Kimberlee Kearfott, Scott Schwahn, Ali Simpkins, John
Klumpp, Derek Jokisch, John Till, 2026 Elda E. Anderson Awardee Caleigh Samuels, Jason Harris, Glenn Sturchio,
Charles Wilson, Emily Caffrey, Chu Wang, Deepesh Poudel, and Sara Dumit.

Return to Table of Contents
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Robley D. Evans Commemorative Medal
Kimberlee Kearfott

Kimberlee Kearfott, left, receives the 2026 Robley D.
Evans Commemorative Medal Award from HPS
President Mike Lewandowski.

2026 Fellows of the Health Physics Society
Maia Avtandilashvili, Ben Edwards, Wayne Gaul, and Patrick LaFrate

', .-"I-:‘
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2026 HPS Fellow
Wayne Gaul

2026 HPS Fellows, left to right, Ben Edwards, Patrick LaFrate, and Maia
Avtandilashvili
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G. William Morgan Lecturers
Peter Bryant and Werner Rithm

Peter Bryant, left, receives the 2026 G. William Morgan Werner Riihm, left, receives the 2026 G. William
Lectureship Award from HPS President Mike Morgan Lectureship Award from HPS President
Lewandowski. Mike Lewandowski.

Dade Moeller Lecturer
John Till, Risk Assessment Corporation

|
- | ]
John Till, left, receives the 2026 Dade Moeller

Lectureship Award from HPS President Mike
Lewandowski.

2025 Michael T. Ryan Outstanding Paper of the Year Award
Lancer Smith, Emily Caffrey, and Charles Wilson

The Editorial Board of the Health Physics journal selected the paper “A Novel Shielding Device for
Cardiac Cath Labs” (Health Physics 28[1]:52-59, January 2025) as the 2025 winner of the Michael T.
Ryan Outstanding Paper of the Year Award. This paper was selected from among all those published in
Health Physics in 2025. The papers were judged on scientific merit, accuracy, balance, innovation, and
impact. The Michael T. Ryan Outstanding Paper of the Year Award is named in honor of the late Michael
T. Ryan, who served as the editor in chief of the Health Physics from 1999 to 2017.

Return to Table of Contents
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2026 HPS 50 Year Members

Stephen Balter Darrell Fisher
Frederick Borst Claude Flory
James Channell Sam Keith

Joseph Danek William E. Kennedy
Jean Claude Dehmel John D. Kinneman
Richard Dickson James Langsted
Donna Earley Mark L. Miller
Jeanette Eng Scott P. Murray
Roby D. Enge Bernard Olsen

2026 Published HPS/ANSI Standards

James Paglieri
Eugene Potter
David R. Simpson
Gerald Speight
James Tarpinian
James G. Tripodes
Kit Weaver

Robert Yoder

N13.2-2013 (R2025) “Dosimetry for Criticality Accidents”, WG chair Dann Ward

N13.53-2009 (R2016, R2026) “Control and Release of Technologically Enhanced Naturally Occurring

Radioactive Material (TENORM)”, WG Chair, Arthur Rood

2026 Student Fellowships/Scholarships

We appreciate the sponsors and recognize the merits of the students in the following fellowships and

10

scholarships that provide important financial support to students in our health physics teaching programs.

Burton J Moyer Fellowship
Benjamin Giese, Colorado State University

Health Physics Society Fellowships
Marco Gonzalez, lllinois Institute of Technology
Eric Majersky, Purdue University

Robert Gardner Memorial Fellowship
Reese Sprister, Colorado State University

Robert S. Landauer, Sr., Memorial Fellowship
Natalie Carrasco-Rojas, University of Florida

Richard J. Burk, Jr., Fellowship
Caleb Bush, University of Michigan

J. Newell Stannard Memorial Fellowship
Sharmin Jahan, Purdue University

Dade W. Moeller Scholarship
Matthew Hill, Oregon State University

Dade W. Moeller Scholarship Memorializing Kelly Austin
Anastasia Kaurova, Oregon State University

F. Ward Whicker Scholarship
Brian Church, Oregon State University

Return to Table of Contents
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Student Travel Grant Recipients

These grants enable health physics students to attend and participate in our annual meeting. Additional
support was received from the Medical Health Physics Section; the Academic, Industrial, and Research
Radiation Safety Section (AIRRS); and the Decommissioning Section.

Muhammad Nuruddeen Abdulkareem, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria
Kolawole Adesina, Purdue University

Yvert Atoko, Idaho State University

Aneesha Avasthi, Case Western Reserve University
Olivia Ba, Texas Southern University

Jonathan Berrezueta, Queensborough Community College
Sloan Bradley, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Samuel Ratan Bunga, Alcorn State University

Amanda Burton, University of Michigan

Amelia Carlile, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Bryan Cherry, Purdue University

Jessi Chmielewski, Thomas Edison State University
Ashirah Cox, Queensborough Community College

Adam Drihany, University of Michigan

Rui Fang, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Emily Gage, Colorado State University

Aujeane Gordon, Queensborough Community College
Sebastian Harding, Los Alamos National Lab

Abdullah Husain, Queensborough Community College
Sumaiya Husain, Queensborough Community College
Catherine Ignatius, Idaho State University

Mya Jackson, Queensborough Community College
Coleman Johnson, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Kenneth Kincel, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Anna Klupshas, Purdue University

Kiranmai Kondeti, Alcorn State University

Sedomda Kpikpitse, Alcorn State University

Gavin Lewis, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Cameron Liggitt, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Mark Mahilum, Queensborough Community College
Domenic Marino, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Irene Marry, Oregon State University

Jireon Miller, Louisiana State University A&M (Baton Rouge)
Alexander Molotiu, Purdue University West Lafayette

Rubi Morales, Queensborough Community College
Ashley Morris, Colorado State University

Estefania Munoz Barron, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Sydney Ochs, Purdue University

Olalekan Olatunji, Keele University, Newcastle Underlyme
Trevor Pace, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Ravi Patel, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Jacob Penrod, Purdue University

Shanna Phillips, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Sherlin Rosales, Queensborough Community College
Abu Sayed Mohammed Sayam, Purdue University

Ellen Sobieski, North Carolina State University

Ryan Spartz, Oregon State University

Alyssa Walker, Colorado State University

Benjamin Willoughby, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Seongjin Woo, Queensborough Community College
Zuriel Wright, Queensborough Community College

Return to Table of Contents
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Presidential Recognition

Photos courtesy of Angela Meng

12

During a presidential reception held at Rosa Mexicano, HPS President Mike Lewandowski recognized
several individuals for their outstanding contributions to the Society, presenting awards to Mike Boyd,
Emily Caffrey, Jeff Caudill, Angela Leek, and Andrew Najjar.

President Lewandowski, right, recognized Mike Boyd
for agreeing to an appointment to fill an unexpected
vacancy on the Board. Mike stepped in and supported
committees, sections and strategic planning with a
seamless transition, was consistently pleasant to work
with, and provided excellent service to his
committees.

President Lewandowski, right, recognized Jeff Caudill
for his role in leading efforts in transitioning section
and chapter websites away from hpschapters.org,
including creating how-to videos to use the wix.com
tools and for transitioning section sites to the new
WordPress website platform.

Return to Table of Contents

President Lewandowski recognized Emily Caffrey for,
in addition to leading the Program Committee,
supporting Task Force chairs, and serving as ATE
editor in chief, leading development of webinars
related to Executive Orders and NRC rule changes.
Another significant contribution was supporting HPS
Leadership visits to DC and recommending changes
to these visits to improve our effectiveness.

President Lewandowski, right, recognized Angela
Leek for reviving the Government Relations
Committee and establishing the process to lead HPS
through commenting on significant NRC rule
revisions. A successful implementation of the process
was demonstrated at the end of June.
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President Lewandowski, right, recognized Andrew
Najjar for unbridled enthusiasm and innumerable
improvements to benefit HPS, including leading the
Society Support Committee, facilitating the Section
and Chapter Councils, and serving on numerous
other committees, including website transition
committees.

HPS Section Awards

Homeland Security and Emergency Response Section Award

Photo courtesy of Edward Wallace

Distinguished Service Award
William “Bill” Irwin lll, ScD, CHP

The Homeland Security and Emergency Response
Section 2026 Distinguished Service Award goes to
William “Bill” Irwin. The award is accepted on his
behalf by Steven Musolino, left, and presented by
Michael Howe.

Return to Table of Contents
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Military Health Physics Section Awards
Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace

John C. Taschner Leadership Award
Lt. Col. Michael K. Kan, USAF, BSC

_| ; -
The Military Health Physics Section 2026 John C.
Taschner Leadership Award goes to Lt. Col. Michael
Kan, USAF, BSC. The award is accepted on his
behalf by Lt .Col. Adam Pfannenstein, USAF, BSC,
right, and presented by CAPT Gerald Burke, MSC,
USN, president of the Military Health Physics
Section.

Young Military Health Physicist
of the Year Award
Capt. Gabrielle J. Baugh, USAF, BSC

The Military HP Section 2026 Young Military Health
Physicist of the Year, Captain Gabrielle Baugh,
USAF, BSC, right, is presented her certificate by
CAPT Gerald Burke, MSC, USN, president of the
Military Health Physics Section. The section will
also pay her HPS dues for one year.

Return to Table of Contents
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Superior Civilian Service Award
David E. Farrand, Naval Sea Systems Command

The Military Health Physics Section 2026 Superior
Civilian Service Award goes to David Farrand, Naval
Sea Systems Command. The award is accepted on
his behalf by CAPT Joe Sorcic, MSC, USN, right, and
presented by CAPT Gerald Burke, MSC, USN,
president of the Military Health Physics Section.

Military Section Business Meeting Speaker
RADM John Till, USNR (Ret.)

The RADM John Till, USNR (Ret.), center, spoke to
the Military Health Physics Section at its business
meeting. He is congratulated by CAPT Gerald
Burke, MSC, USN, president of the Military Health
Physics Section, left, and CAPT Joe Sorcic, MSC,
USN, resident-elect of the Military Health Physics
Section.
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Nonionizing Radiation Section Award
Photo courtesy of Nonionizing Radiation Section

Distinguished Service Award
Dr. Jerrold T. Bushberg

Jistinguished Service Award

Non-lonizing Radiation Section
Health Physics Society

Jerrold T. Bushberg,
M.5., Ph.D., DABMP

Dr. Jerrold T. Bushberg receives the 2026 NIR Section Distinguished
Service Award from NIR Section President Dr. Ramona Gaza (center) and
NIR Section Past President Robert D. Holcomb (right).

American Academy of Health Physics 2026 Awards

Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace

ABHP William A. McAdams Outstanding Service Award
Allen M. Mabry, CHP

Allen Mabry, right, receives the ABHP William A.
McAdams Outstanding Service Award from ABHP
Chair, Ex-Officio Jeff Chapman.

Return to Table of Contents
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Joyce P. Davis Memorial Award
Jeffrey Chapman, CHP

Nancy K. Johnson National Service Award
Cynthia Flannery, CHP

ABHP Bill Fitzgerald Service Award
Wei-Hsung Wang, CHP

Return to Table of Contents

Jeffrey Chapman, right, receives the Joyce P. Davis
Award from Zhi Zhang.

Cynthia Flannery, left, receives the ABHP Nancy K.
Johnson National Service Award from John Poston.

Wei-Hsung Wang, right, receives the ABHP Bill
Fitzgerald Service Award from Tara Medich.

16
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2026 AAHP Distinguished Membership
Michael T. Ryan, PhD, CHP

Mary Gene Ryan, center, receives the 2026 AAHP Distinguished Membership Award on behalf of her late
husband, Michael T. Ryan. With Mary Gene are, left to right, AAHP President Brant Ulsh, Dave Myers, Gus
Potter, Kimberlee Kearfott, and AAHP Treasurer Ruth McBurney.

Plenary Session

Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace
Peter Bryant, World Nuclear Transport Institute

“Radiation Protection for a New Nuclear Era: Lessons from the UK and Insights for Global
Deployment”

Return to Table of Contents
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Hon. David Wright, Nuclear Regulatory Commission

“Nuclear Regulatory Commission in 2026”

il

John Till, Risk Assessment Corporation

“The Remarkable Success of Radiation Protection for America’s Atomic Veterans”

Recapping the HPSSC Special Session

Antonio Triventi, MS, CHP, Health Physics Society Standards Committee Chair

At the 71st Health Physics Society (HPS) Annual Meeting in National Harbor, | had the honor and
privilege of chairing HPS Standards Committee’s (HPSSC) two-part special session “HPSSC: Advancing
National and International Standards.”

While regulations dictate what compliance requires, voluntary consensus standards define how we
execute health physics in the field. Throughout the day, our speakers and panelists explored this
distinction across three key areas:

Return to Table of Contents
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e Foundations and Accreditation: We examined the evolution of ANSI/HPS N13 and N43
standards, highlighting how the standards-development process ensures balance, transparency,
and technical defensibility.

e Global Reach and Harmonization: Presentations demonstrated how US operational health
physics insights directly shape ISO/TC 85/SC 2 international standards.

o Field Application and Leadership: Our formidable speakers highlighted the shift from passive
compliance to proactive consensus building, emphasizing that real-world operational experience
is the single most valuable input in standards authoring.

The session concluded with an engaging panel discussion featuring HPS standards leadership,
reinforcing that consensus standards only succeed when field practitioners step up to shape them.

Thank you to all our presenters and attendees for a fantastic session!
Get Involved. Ready to step beyond the rulebook and join a working group?
e Visit the HPSSC Portal

e Reach out to Antonio Triventi

Craig Jones

Gus Potter Antonio Triventi Jim Herrold

Return to Table of Contents
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Highlights of the NIR Section Special Session and 2026 Business Meeting

NIR Section President Lorna Omenya and NIR Section Past President Ramona Gaza
Photos courtesy of the NIR Section

The Nonionizing Radiation (NIR) Section of the Health Physics Society (HPS) held its
special session on 8 July during the 2026 HPS Annual Meeting at the Gaylord National
Harbor in Maryland. This year’s session, titled “Novel Laser Applications and Approaches
to Safety,” kicked off with a keynote by Jamie King (LLNL), “Why the Laser Safety Officer
Should Be a Health Physicist.”

A major highlight of the meeting was the presentation of the Distinguished Service Award to Dr. Jerrold T.
Bushberg, honoring his outstanding contributions to medical and health physics as a scientist, educator,
and leader. Bushberg is highly regarded for his expertise in radiation safety, having advised organizations
such as the US Department of Homeland Security, US Food and Drug Administration, World Health
Organization, and International Atomic Energy Agency. Over the course of his distinguished career at UC
Davis and Yale, he trained numerous health professionals and played a pivotal role in advancing radiation
protection.

The NIR Section of the HPS is pleased to recognize Bushberg’s remarkable impact on science,
education, and public health with this Distinguished Service Award.

Reflecting on the annual meeting and special session, outgoing NIR Section President Dr. Ramona Gaza
remarked: “HPS 2026 has been a success! It was my pleasure to chair a special session on Novel Laser
Applications. Many thanks to our invited speaker, Jamie J. King (LLNL CLSO), and our panel of
renowned laser experts—Dr. David Sliney, Dr. Jerrold Bushberg, Robert D. Holcomb, Fred McWilliams,
Sabrina Houston, and Dr. Richard Harvey. We received very positive feedback and reconnected with
longtime friends and colleagues. | look forward to organizing another NIR special topic session in 2027!”

Following the special session, the NIR Section held its Annual Business Meeting. Around 20 members
attended, reviewing the section’s accomplishments over the past year and discussing ongoing projects
and emerging issues in nonionizing radiation. Members also took part in an open forum to share ideas
and help chart the section’s path forward, and the section welcomed its new officers.

§ ‘w
 pictinguished Service Award
Non-lonizing Radiation Section
Health Physics Society

Jerrold T. Bushberg,
M.S., Ph.D., DABMP

q
1

Left to right, HPS NIR Section Liaison George
Tabatadze, Frederick McWilliams, NIR Section
President Dr. Ramona Gaza, NIR Section Executive
Y ) " ' ) Board members Tinashe Gutu and Dr. Richard P
Distinguished Service Award from NIR Section President Harvey Ill, and NIR Section Past President (Center)

Dr. Ramona Gaza (center) and NIR Section Past Robert D. Holcomb gather before the special session
President Robert D. Holcomb (right). held at HPS 2026.

Return to Table of Contents




71st HPS Annual Meeting in Review 2026

Continuing Education

Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace

PEP 2: US DOE Rad NESHAPs Fundamentals — Part 2: Stack Sampling

)

Return to Table of Contents
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CEL 2: An Analysis of Domestic Cases of Radiation Poisonings

Source: The Putin bodyguard riddle, The
Sunday Times, December 3, 2006

CEL 3: Radiation Protection Regulations in the USA — Time for an Update and Uniformity, David
Allard
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Poster Session

Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace
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Quiz Bowl

Photo courtesy of Andrew Najjar

Four teams participated in the 2026 HPS Quiz Bowl: University of Massachusetts Lowell, Queensborough
Community College, University of Alabama at Birmingham, and a mixed team. The mixed team won and
included Irene Marry (Oregon State University), Ben Geise (Colorado State University), Sebastian
Harding (Francis Marion University), Ashleigh Mauler (Kansas State University), and Ellen Sobieski
(North Carolina State University).

Challenging Health Physics Questions

Photo courtesy of Brian Serencsits
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2026 HPS Raffle Winners

Submitted photo

Congratulations to Bill Beal, the winner of the 2026 HPS Raffle.
As the Grand Prize winner, Bill received $6,340. The HPS also
received $6,340. Second Prize winner Sonya Rhine received
$1,000 and Third Prize winner Paula Jeter received $500.

Speed Networking

Photo courtesy of Brian Serencsits
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Speaker Ready Room

Photo courtesy of Angela Meng

Behind every successful Health
Physics Society (HPS) Annual
Meeting is a dedicated team
working tirelessly behind the
scenes.

Let’s give a BIG heartfelt thank
you to the HPS Program
Committee for the countless
hours they have invested in
planning, organizing, and
shaping our annual meetings.
From developing the technical
program and coordinating
speakers to creating
opportunities for learning,
collaboration, and professional
growth, their commitment makes
this event possible.

! L == “ The hard work, expertise, and
vqunteer spirit are deeply appremated by the HPS and everyone who attends. Thank you for all you do to
make each HPS annual meeting a success!

Prepping the Attendee Bags

Photos courtesy of Kathy McLellan
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In the Exhibit Hall

Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace
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Women in Radiation Protection Social

Photo courtesy of Jenee Parlor, WIiRP Section

The Women in Radiation Protection (WiRP) Section Reception brought together members from across
the Health Physics Society to connect, network, and celebrate a shared commitment to fostering an
inclusive and supportive professional community. It was inspiring to see so many attendees engaging in
meaningful conversations, building new connections, and strengthening existing ones.

The WIRP Section is dedicated to advocating for the professional development of women and other
underrepresented groups in health physics and related disciplines through mentoring, networking, and
career development opportunities. Open to members of all genders, the section reflects the belief that a
more inclusive community benefits the entire profession.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make this year's WiRP Reception such a success. We
look forward to continuing to build a stronger, more connected health physics community together!

Duckpin Bowling Social

Photos courtesy of Kathy McLellan
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Technical Tour of the NS Savannah

Photos courtesy of Koressa Lee
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HPS Childcare Camp

Photos courtesy of Edward Wallace

HPS 2026 Annual Members Meeting Report

Barbara Hamrick, HPS Recorder

The 2026 Health Physics Society (HPS) Members Meeting was held 8 July 2026 at the 71st HPS Annual
Meeting in National Harbor, Maryland. Highlights are below. More details will be available in the meeting
minutes, which will be available on the HPS website soon (HPS Member Meeting Minutes).

e New Officers and Directors
President-elect Mike Mahathy
Secretary-elect Cindy Flannery
Director Gus Potter

Director William Irwin

O O O O
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Rotating Off Board of Directors
o Mike Boyd
o Tanya Palmateer-Oxenberg
Changing positions
o Mike Mahathy — Treasurer to President-elect
o Deirdre Elder — Treasurer-elect to Treasurer
Recognition of Committee Chairs
o History Committee Dave Allard
Program Committee Emily Caffrey
Intersociety Relations Committee Shaheen Dewiji
Nominating Committee Craig Little
Finance Committee Mike Mahathy
Local Arrangements Committee Jon Walsh
o Continuing Education Programs Committee Charles Wilson
Recognition of Task Force Chairs
o National Harbor Task Force Committee Chair Bae Chu
National Harbor Task Force Committee Chair Deepesh Poudel
Local Arrangement Committee Chair Jon Walsh
Local Arrangement Committee Chair Kathy McLellan
Local Arrangement Committee Matthew Mille
o Task Force on Website Migration Kendall Berry
A moment of silence for deceased HPS members
o Lee Bettenhausen (September 2025)
Gian Sordi (November 2025)
George Chabot (December 2025)
Leon Darrell McClung Jr. (March 2026)
Michael J. Slobodien (March 2026)
Joel Edward Gray (April 2026)
Ronald Shearin (June 2026)
o Ed Tupin (December 2025)
2025 Business Meeting Minutes — Motion passed to approve
2026 Cash Raffle winners
o Grand prize — Bill Beal, $6,340 (HPS also received $6,340)
o Second Prize — Sonya Rhine, $1,000
o Third Prize — Paula Jeter, $500

O O O O O O O O O

O O O O O O

2026 HPS Awards

Founders Award: Steve King
Elda E. Anderson Award: Caleigh Samuels
Robley D. Evans Commemorative Medal: Kimberlee Kearfott
Fellow Class of 2026
o Maia Avtandilashvili
o Ben Edwards
o Wayne Gaul
o Patrick LaFrate
2026-2027 Fellowship/Scholarship Awardees
o HP Society Fellowship — Eric Majersky, Purdue University
HP Society Fellowship — Marco Gonzales, lllinois Institute of Technology
Robert Gardner Memorial Fellowship — Reese Sprister, Colorado State University
Burton J. Moyer Fellowship — Benjamin Giese, Colorado State University
Robert S. Landauer, Sr., Memorial Fellowship — Natalie Carrasco-Rojas, University of
Florida
Richard J. Burk, Jr., Fellowship — Caleb Bush, University of Michigan
Newell Stannard Memorial Fellowship — Sharmin Jahan, Purdue University

O O O O

o O
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o Dade W. Moeller Scholarship Memorializing Kelly Austin — Anastasia Kaurova, Oregon
State University

o Dade W. Moeller Scholarship — Matthew Hill, Oregon State University

o Ward Whicker Scholarship — Brian Church, Oregon State University

2026 Section Awards

e Homeland Security and Emergency Response
o Distinguished Service Award — William ‘Bill’ Irwin [ll, ScD, CHP
¢ Military Health Physics Section
o John C. Taschner Leadership Award: Lt. Col. Michael K. Kan, USAF, BSC
o Superior Civilian Service Award: David E. Farrand, Naval Sea Systems Command
o Young Military Health Physicist of the Year Award: Capt. Gabrielle J. Baugh, USAF, BSC

Future Meetings

e 72nd Annual Meeting — 2027
11-15 July 2027, Tacoma Convention Center, Tacoma, Washington
e 73rd Annual Meeting — 2028
11-15 June 2028, Knoxville Convention Center, Knoxville, Tennessee

2026 HPS Annual Meeting Sponsors

Thank you to the following companies and organizations who sponsored the 71st HPS Annual Meeting.
Click on the logo to visit the company and organization websites.
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