Medical Health Physics Section
Board Meeting Minutes
November 2, 2020

Present: Kendall Berry, Ray Dielman, Richard Harvey, Curtis Hicks, Bryan Lemieux, John
Metyko, Eugenio Silvestrini, Jerry Thomas, Chu Wang and Neil Whiteside

Excused: Kimberlee Kearfott

The meeting was called to order at 13:00 EST by Ray Dielman, President, Medical Health
Physics Section.

Meeting Agenda
The agenda was adopted unanimously.

Board Meeting Minutes
The previous meeting’s minutes from August 10, 2020 were approved.

Joint Commission (JC) Status Report

The discussion encompassed how MHPS can engage with JC to improve how their standards
and role influence radiation protection, diagnostic imaging/QA testing and the role of MHPs in
the hospital environment. Neil indicated that he will circulate a document to the board for
review, he has focused on JC’s survey objectives in radiation protection and that MHPs are
readily available to serve many roles. Ray stated that MHPs were left out of many of their
functions in the hospital industry, MHPs need to be included in the standards in a more
meaningful way and their role should be defined. He also mentioned MHPs have an
opportunity to provide RF safety expertise. Bryan expressed that JC should be examining areas
where they provide value, MHPs need to be linked to radiation safety in the hospital
environment, and MHPs were excluded from diagnostic imaging work that they have
traditionally performed for a long time. He also discussed the value of the MHP’s role in other
areas such as UV, lasers and other occupational opportunities. Curtis mentioned the MHPs role
in MR safety could be expanded and we should be included in the JC standards which do not
preclude MHP participation in this area.

Special Sessions Report

The Neil is willing to coordinate a special session at the next Workshop at Clemson University or
Annual Meeting as appropriate. He requested that board members provide ideas for the
special session and offered the idea of USP 825, Radiopharmaceuticals — Preparation,
Compounding Dispensing and Repackaging. Chu proposed the idea of radiopharmaceutical
therapies, PSMA which should be approved in 2021 and stated that Duke has treated 30
patients in clinical trials. Bryan mentioned that we do have financial resources that need to be
used for speakers, etc. and that radioactive dose extravasation should be included in any



workshop or special session. Kendall informed the board that there is a theme for the
upcoming workshop so the special session may better fit in another setting.

Committee on Issues Report
Ray will speak to Glen Sturchio regarding this.

Newsletter

Richard recommending using the HPS newsletter instead of creating one because there is an
existing supported avenue for communication with members and the lack of resources to
generate an additional newsletter from MHP section. Jerry indicated that the HPS newsletter
reaches more potential readers that a section newsletter. Bryan pointed out that some section
members have voiced that they would like a MHP section newsletter. Ray proposed using the
HPS newsletter while distributing periodic communications as necessary.

President’s Report

1. IRPA “Reasonableness” Statement was submitted to John Cardarelli, HPS President-Elect.

2. NRC Extravasation Position of MHPS — Bryan provided a summary of the status of this issue
and the push back against MHPS’s position. He discussed the possibility of exceeding 50 rem
to an extremity or tissue, the large variation in extravasation and the uncertainty in
translocation of the infiltrated dose. The amount of extravasation and kinetics are important
and a thorough literature review could be beneficial. Bryan mentioned the patient and societal
expenses associated with making extravasation a medical event. Neil questioned if there was
any benefit to the patient if this is a medical event. Chu discussed that all extravasation is not
preventable but there could be some improvement of this process. Bryan discussed this as a
guality measure and aligning with other organizations to develop a consensus view.

New Business — Staffing Levels and Methodology to Determine

Neil discussed how to determine staffing levels in light of current radiation protection
challenges and methods to determine staffing requirements. A white paper was proposed.
Bryan discussed the variability in room preparations for radiopharmaceutical therapies and the
time commitment associated with these endeavors. Curtis also mentioned his willingness to
participate. Jerry offered to comment and the entire board will have opportunity to assist in
the development of this document. A task group or subcommittee could be created to address
this item.

The meeting was adjourned at 14:15 EST.



