An update from AIRRS, the Academic, Industrial and Research Radiation Safety
Section of the Health Physics Society.

Certified Health Physics Exam -
Grants Available, Mentors Needed

The HPS Society Support Committee announced another year of CHP Study Groups! Like last
year, they are offering ten study sessions leading up to both Part | and Part Il ABHP
examinations. AIRRS is looking for CHP Mentors or Volunteers for the April 16 session on the
topics of “Controls and Procedures” for Part | and “University” health physics for Part II.

The study group will be held virtually from 19:00-21:00 EST. If you are interested, please email
SocSupport.Chair@hps.org to register and for follow-up questions.

AIRRS is offering financial reimbursements to 2026 ABHP CHP exam candidates who are
approved by ABHP to take the exam and are not already receiving financial support from their
employer or other institutions. AIRRS is offering up to ten $100 grants to registered candidates
for Part | and five $200 grants for Part |l candidates. Applicants for the grant must be AIRRS
Section members (you can join anytime!). Applications with receipt of exam fee payment must
be submitted by April 1, 2026. A registration form will be available at https://hps.org/section/
airrs/#airrsnews. Check back soon!

AIRRS Seeking Nominations for Section Officers

Interested in getting involved with the Society? Serving on an HPS Section is a great way to
help keep the Society running and meet other HPS members. No experience required!

The Academic, Industrial, and Research Radiation Safety Section (AIRRS) is seeking
nominations for the following Section Officer positions:

1. Treasurer (three year term - one year as Treasurer-elect, two years as Treasurer)
2. Board Member (three-year term)
3. Board Member (three-year term)

Elections for these Section Board positions will be held in May. Terms begin after the July
annual meeting.

Section Board members are expected to attend quarterly Executive Board meetings to discuss
planning for special sessions at the annual Health Physics Society meeting, AIRRS initiatives,
AIRRS awards, and any other special projects that may come up. More information on Officer
roles is listed on the AIRRS Section Bylaws.
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Please submit your nomination (including a brief biosketch and professional photo) to
airrs@hps.org by April 30, 2026 to be considered for the ballot.

Self-nominations are accepted. All candidates for Officers and Board members must be
HPS AIRRS Section members in good standing to run.

AIRRS Section Call for 2026 Outstanding Radiation Safety
Program Award Nominations

The Academic, Industrial, and Research Radiation Safety (AIRRS) Section of the Health Physics
Society (HPS) is opening the application for the "2026 Outstanding Radiation Safety Program."

This award was created to acknowledge a radiation safety program that has performed
exceptionally when faced with the challenges involving the use of radioactive materials or
radiation-producing devices in an academic, industrial, or research institution.

The award consists of an HPS plaque and one paid registration for a representative to attend
the HPS Annual Meeting. The 2026 AIRRS Section Award for Outstanding Radiation Safety
Program application form is currently available on the AIRRS Section Awards web page. The
award description, including selection criteria, can also be found on this page. The deadline for
submission of the application packet is 31 March 2026.

2026 Annual HPS Meeting

AIRRS encourages its Section members to share your experience, measurements, data, or
project, etc. at the Annual HPS Meeting in National Harbor, MD in July by giving a talk or
presenting a poster.

Because AIRRS members are typically at the operational front lines of radiation safety, we
gather all sorts of experiences - work with novel forms of radioactive material or radiation-
producing equipment, measuring and monitoring doses, developing procedures, training
personnel, managing new projects, navigating regulations, personal consultations, etc.. The
operational health physics that you do is likely of interest to other HPS members.

To submit an abstract for a poster or a talk, visit the Annal HPS Meeting website. AIRRS related
abstracts should be submitted for either of the following session topics: "Academic Radiation
Safety' or 'Industrial Radiation Safety’. Or, even if you don’t have a talk to give, just come
attend the meeting and listen to the presentations and meet other HPS members and vendors!
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2026 John Horan Health Physics/Radiation Safety
Symposium

AIRRS is supporting the annual John Horan Health Physics/Radiation Safety
Symposium hosted by the Great Salt Lake & Eastern Idaho Health Physics Society
Chapters at the University of Utah campus, Salt Lake City, UT on April 9—10, 2026.
This year’s symposium is focusing on “radiation safety workforce development.” It will
include presentations on proposed changes to the NRC and DOE radiation safety
regulations, recent initiatives in Utah and Idaho to build small modular reactors, and the
state of health physics training/education programs to meet the need for future radiation
safety professionals.
Link: https://www.ehs.utah.edu/john-horan-health-physics-symposium/

Want to get involved?

There’s a lot of work to be done in the AIRRS section. If you would like to pitch in and
help out with any of those initiatives or in any other way, please contact us!
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