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Health Physics Society Policy on  
Use of Mobile Devices While Driving 

Purpose 
This policy establishes the expectation that Health Physics Society (HPS) members will 
not engage in HPS business using video while operating a motor vehicle. 
 
Introduction 

The National Traffic Highway Safety Administration compiles data on the number of 
fatal crashes involving distracted drivers, including data on drivers using cellular 
phones. The most recent data1 (from 2023) indicates 8% of fatal crashes, an estimated 
13% of injury crashes, and an estimated 13% of all police-reported motor vehicle traffic 
crashes were reported as distraction-affected. In 2023, 12% of fatal traffic crashes were 
reported as having cellular phone use as a distraction. 

 
There does not appear to be national data available related to the risk of injury from 

the use of video technology while operating a motor vehicle. One can reasonably 
conclude that the use of video increases the level of distraction compared to using 
audio-only communications. In particular, the use of video naturally encourages the user 
to take their eyes off the road and focus, even for a brief moment, on the video content. 
 

Policy Statement 
HPS discourages members from conducting HPS business to the extent they are 

distracted while operating a motor vehicle. Attending a teleconference by voice only 
may be acceptable if the attendee is simply listening to the discussion with limited 
interaction. Leading a meeting while operating a motor vehicle is not permitted. This 
policy documents the expectation that at no time will HPS members use video 
technology to conduct HPS business, including attending an HPS meeting or event, 
while operating a motor vehicle. 

 

 
1 Traffic Safety Facts Research Note: Distracted Driving in 2023, US Department of Transportation, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, DOT HS 813 703 Summary of Statistical Findings, April 
2025, https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813703, accessed 19 Jan 2026. 

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813703
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