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By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
ENSIGN):

S. 591. A Dbill to establish a National
Commission on High-Level Radioactive
Waste and Spent Nuclear Fuel, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am
pleased to say that we are closing the
book on our Nation’s failed nuclear
waste policy. After decades of fighting
the Yucca Mountain project, I can say
with confidence that Nevada will not
serve as the Nation’s nuclear waste
dump.

Nevadans and all Americans will be
safer and more secure thanks to Presi-
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dent Obama’s commitment to finding
scientifically sound and responsible so-
lutions to dealing with nuclear waste.

I am proud to say that I have been
working on a new volume in this ter-
ribly difficult debate. Bad policy like
the Yucca Mountain project is easy to
oppose. But it is not always easy to
craft better policy.

That is what I am doing with Senator
ENSIGN today—working to replace our
failed approach to dealing with nuclear
waste with a much better policy. We
are unveiling our plan to form a con-
gressional commission to evaluate and
make recommendations on alternative
approaches to managing nuclear waste.

This is a step that is way past due.

I began opposing the idea of dumping
nuclear waste in Nevada when it was
first proposed in the early 1980s. I was
still a member of the House then, and
I continued this fight in the Senate
with most Nevadans firmly behind my
efforts to kill the project. I have fought
against the Yucca Mountain project
vigorously, but from the very begin-
ning I was also calling for long-range
planning on nuclear waste because it
was the right thing to do.

I continued calling for researching
alternatives to Yucca in 1995 when I in-
troduced legislation with my close
friend and colleague, Senator Dick
Bryan, to establish a commission on
nuclear waste. Unfortunately, Congress
did not listen, even though evidence
was piling up showing that Yucca
Mountain could become a death trap
for Nevadans.

The Government’s decades-long focus
on Yucca Mountain has left us barren
with very few good proposals for deal-
ing with nuclear waste. Now that
President Obama and Secretary Chu
have taken Yucca Mountain off the
table, we need to begin looking closely
at new ideas. We should even dust off
some older ones that have been ignored
for far too long.

The legislation we are introducing
today forms a temporary commission
to review and make recommendations
on a wide variety of alternatives to
Yucca.

The commission will look at every-
thing from at-reactor dry cask storage
to reprocessing. The commission will
consider having the Federal Govern-
ment take title to nuclear waste, but
will also consider chartering a Federal
corporation to manage nuclear waste.

Very importantly, the commission
will consider the security of temporary
storage facilities for nuclear waste so
we can give assurances to communities
near nuclear power plants that their
safety will not be compromised.

The cosponsors of this legislation do
not all share the same views about nu-
clear power and we do not share the
same views about nuclear waste. For
example, I have long said that nuclear
waste needs to remain on site where it
is produced until the Government has a
safe and scientifically sound solution.
Others would like to reprocess and
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reuse nuclear waste in nuclear reac-
tors. Many still feel that some form of
permanent disposal is a good solution.

But forming a commission is some-
thing the bill’s sponsors and others
agree upon because it will create a
process that will help our Nation take
a critical step away from the failed
Yucca Mountain policy.

I look forward to continuing working
with my colleagues to make sure we
take responsible actions necessary to
begin addressing nuclear waste.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
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