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GLOBAL THREAT REDUCTION INITIATIVE

The Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI) mission is to iden-
tify, secure, remove and facilitate the disposition of high-risk, vul-
nerable nuclear and radiological materials and equipment around
the world. The Committee recommends $333,500,000 for GTRI ac-
tivities. The Committee strongly supports GTRI's mission to secure
vulnerable material worldwide as quickly as possible. However, the
Committee is concerned that funds are not being spent to secure
the most vulnerable materials first. The Committee recognizes that
agreements have been reached that obligate GTRI to secure mate-
rial in low-risk countries but all efforts should be made to address
the most vulnerable material first. Within this initiative, the Com-
mittee recommends:

Highly Enriched Uranium Reactor Conversion.—The Committee
recommends $71,500,000 for Highly Enriched Uranium Reactor
Conversion, which is the same as the request and $11,847,000 less
than the fiscal year 2009 appropriation. This essential program will
accelerate conversion of uranium reactors from Highly Enriched
Uranium (HEU) to Low-Enriched Uranium (LEU) which is an
order of magnitude less suited for use in an improvised nuclear
weapon. The Committee commends NNSA for its progress in devel-
oping the technologies to enable conversion of HEU reactors to
LEU.

The Committee is deeply concerned with the current shortfall in
supplies of the isotope Molybdenum-99 (Mo-99), which is used for
medical purposes. The Committee is aware that civilian facilities
throughout the country have the ability to increase production of
this important isotope. The Committee is aware that Mo-99 can be
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produced using low-enriched uranium, and that the Department is
working to help convert domestic reactors to its use. The Com-
mittee encourages the Department to request additional funds for
this program or identify existing resources if such funds can speed
the conversion of these reactors.

The Committee has included an additional $10,000,000 for uni-
versity reactors in Office of Science Medical Isotope Production and
Applications, University Operations. The Committee directs that
activities to support the short-term production of critical isotopes in
short supply, including Mo-99, be given the highest priority for this
funding. The Department should also evaluate the need for mate-
rial processing facilities to support this effort.
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