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Radiiion detectors
given to fire department

A federd recycling project is
bringing more radiation-detection
equipment to firefighters in the
Didtrict.

The U.S. Deﬁ)artment of Energy
has refurbished its old equipment
and is making it available to cities
around the country. The District
was at the head of the line, and
yesterday received the first 30
radiation detectors.

“Aswe get closer to September
11, we look at what we've done to
be more prepared. Thisis a step in
the right direction,” said D.C.
Emergency Management Agency
Director Peter LaPorte.

The idea helps first responders,
who otherwise would have to buy
the devices, which cost about
$1,000 new. It also helps the
Energy Department, which would
have had to dispose of the
equipment at taxpayer expense.

The idea came from Energy
employees in Oak Ridge, Tenn.,
whose IJob is to decide what to do
with old equipment.

“The afternoon of 9/11, we were
asking what can we do,” said
Richard Meehan, one of those
workerswho isaD.C. native. “We
just started cold calling and found
the Department of Justice's Office
of Domestic Preparedness.”

“What we had before worked
but it was a little outdated,” smd
D.C. interim Fire Chief Adrian
i Thompson.
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