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May 11, 2002

Mr. Sergo KAKUSHADZE, Head

Nuclear and Radiation Safety Service

Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Georgia
M. Alexidze Str. 1, 380093 Tbilisi

Georgia

Email: brus@access.sanet.ge

Mr. Otar TAVELISHVILI

Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia

Dept. of Emergency Situations and Civil Defence
29, Tsurtaveli Str.

380005 Thbilisi

Georgia

Email: GOSOS@mmc.net.ge

Dear Mr. KAKUSHADZE and Dear Mr. TAVELISHVILI:

I am President of the Health Physics Society. The Society consists of over 5,600
radiation safety professionals in over 40 countries and is the largest organization in the
world devoted solely to radiation safety.

I recently had the opportunity to attend a briefing describing the recovery in
Georgia of two very large Strontium-90 sources used for radiothermal generators. In
addition, I reviewed a brief video tape showing the planning, rehearsal and actual
recovery of the two sources. The radiation doses to the recovery team were exceptionally
low particularly in view of the high radiation dose rate associated with the two sources.

Please convey my personal congratulations to the team for a job well done. Their
effort was exceptional in view of the harsh winter conditions, the strength of the sources
and the rugged terrain.

Sincerely,

/S/
George Anastas

cc: Abel Gonzalez, Khammar Mrabit, Brian Dodd, Richard Burk
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