








29 May 2012

Comments on use of Digital Media @ IRPA 13

IRPA 13 represented the greatest us of digital media at an IRPA Congress.   It is important to collect lessons learned and best practices in the use of the digital media at IRPA 13 in order to enhance its usefulness at future IRPA Congresses.  

Digital media used at IRPA 13 included a webpage, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, podcasts, webcasts, apps, audio recordings of sessions and Refresher Courses, and other associated issues.  A questionnaire page for each of these digital media is provided below.
As a developer, organizer, planner, or user of the digital media at IRPA 13 it would be appreciated if you could please complete the below questionnaire and return it to Rick Jones, at j3e08@msn.com, by 22 June 2012.   Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to send Rick an email.

Use of the webpage at IRPA 13

Previous IRPA Congresses have used webpages, but was the IRPA 13 webpage the most useful it could be to delegates?  

What features of the webpage worked well?

What features of the webpage needed enhancement?

Was the information on the webpage complete and timely?

Was the webpage easy to navigate/find what you wanted when you wanted it?

Were items added to the webpage at the right time?
How can the webpage be used to promote more participation in Refresher Courses?
Should/Could more things be added if they were password protected?

Should Refresher Courses be added to the webpage?  Should there be a charge/fee for a password to view the Refresher Courses?  If so, what is a reasonable fee to charge?

What level of effort is required to develop and manage the Congress webpage?
Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the use of a webpage?

Any other comments?

Use of Facebook at IRPA 13

The intent or goal of using Facebook for IRPA 13 was to reach out and engage younger generation RP professionals, provide an opportunity to discuss and promote IRPA and IRPA 13 prior to the conduct of IRPA 13, allow RP professionals that could not attend IRPA 13 to still be involved and engaged in IRPA 13, post photos and comments on sessions conducted and social events at IRPA 13, and post questions to speakers during webcasts.

Was the stated goal realized for the use of Facebook?

What could be done in the future to make Facebook more productive to promote IRPA and future IRPA Congresses?

Should Facebook not be used?

What should be done with all the material that is posted on the IRPA 13 Facebook wall?

Is there a better technology or procedure/product to engage and promote IRPA and future IRPA Congresses to young professionals and those who cannot attend the Congress?

Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the use of Facebook?

Any other comments?

Use of Twitter at IRPA 13

The intent or goal in using Twitter at IRPA 13 was to provide a technology for delegates to pose questions to speakers at the larger sessions in order to optimize the use of time to address the most relevant questions.

Was the stated goal realized for the use of Twitter?

What could be done in the future to make the use of Twitter more effective and easier to use for the Chair of a session?

Should Twitter not be used to pose questions to speakers?

What should be done with all the material that was posted on Twitter?

Is there a better technology or procedure/product to pose questions to speakers?

Should Twitter questions be attributed to the originator by name and organization when announcing the question at a session?

Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the use of Twitter?
Any other comments?

Use of LinkedIn at IRPA 13

The intent or goal in using LinkedIn at IRPA 13 was to use this professional social media site to again promote IRPA and IRPA 13.

Was the stated goal realized for the use of LinkedIn?

What could be done in the future to make the use of LinkedIn more effective and easier to use?

Should LinkedIn not be used to promote IRPA and future IPRA Congresses?

Is there a better more efficient technology or website to reach out to radiation protection professionals to better engage them in IRPA and future IRPA Congresses?

Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the use of LinkedIn?

Any other comments?

Use of podcasts at IRPA 13

The intent or goal of podcasts is to provide those not present at the Congress to view recorded presentations so that knowledge and information can be more quickly spread within the radiation protection profession.

Was the stated goal realized for the use of podcasts?

What should be the role of podcasts at future IRPA Congresses?

If delegates know that key presentations will be available by podcast shortly after the Congress will they not attend the Congress?

Can Universities and organizations be encouraged to establish Symposia or other meetings to view and discuss podcasts to more quickly spread the latest information to a broader spectrum of the profession than just those who can attend an IRPA Congress?
Should podcasts be used?

How soon after a Congress should podcasts be available?
Should podcasts be password protected and a fee charged for the password?  What would be a reasonable fee structure (e.g., individual, institution)?

Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the use of podcasts?
Any other comments?

Use of webcasts at IRPA 13

The intent or goal of using webcasts at IRPA 13 was to allow those not present at IRPA 13 (e.g., young professionals, students, middle management, stakeholders) to participate live time in some key sessions presented at the Congress.

Was the stated goal realized for the use of webcasts?

What should be the role of webcasts at future IRPA Congresses?

If delegates know that key presentations will be webcast during the Congress will they not attend the Congress?

Can Universities and organizations be encouraged to establish Symposia or other meetings to view and discuss webcasts to more quickly spread the latest information to a broader spectrum of the profession than just those who can attend an IRPA Congress?

Should webcasts be used?

Were the webcasts cost effective to reach a sufficiently large population?

Were there any technological problems associated with the webcasts?

Was the use of Twitter and Facebook productive to allow webcast participants to pose questions to the speakers?

Should webcasts be password protected and a fee charged for the password?  What would be a reasonable fee structure (e.g., individual, institution)?

Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the use of podcasts?
Any other comments?

Use of an “app” at IRPA 13

The intent and goal of developing an “app” for IRPA 13, for PC’s and smart phones, was to allow delegates to have all Congress details readily available to them.
Was the stated goal realized for the app for IRPA 13?

Should an app be available for delegates to future IRPA Congresses?

What additional features would you recommend to be included in an app for a future IRPA Congress?

Was there a feature of the IRPA 13 app that should not be included in the future?

Were there any technological problems associated with the IRPA 13 app?

Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the development and use of an app?

Any other comments?

Use of audio recording of sessions at IRPA 13

Sessions at IRPA 13 were audio recorded so that there is now a complete set of audio recordings, along with all PowerPoint presentations, for sessions and Refresher Courses.  

What should be done with these audio recordings, post IRPA 13?

What should be the role of audio recordings at future IRPA Congresses?

If delegates know that presentations will be audio recorded during the Congress and be available, along with the PowerPoint presentation, after the Congress will they not attend the Congress?

Can Universities and organizations be encouraged to establish Symposia or other meetings to view PowerPoint and audio recordings to more quickly spread the latest information to a broader spectrum of the profession than just those who can attend an IRPA Congress?

Should audio recordings be used?

Were the audio recordings cost effective?

Were there any technological problems associated with the audio recordings?

Should audio recordings be password protected and a fee charged for the password?  What would be a reasonable fee structure (e.g., individual, institution)?

Any recommendations for IRPA 14 on the use of audio recordings?
Any other comments?

Other Digital Media Issues at IRPA 13

Do you have other comments on the use of Digital Media at IRPA 13?

Some Delegates to IRPA 13 reported receiving spam/advertisements to their email accounts.  What provisions should be made at future Congresses to protect delegate email accounts from spam or advertisements from Vendors or other sources?

What are your views on the use of Social Media at future IRPA Congresses?

What are your thoughts on ways to reach out to those who cannot attend an IRPA Congress to make them more aware of IRPA and the Congress?

What are your views on ways that the knowledge and information communicated at an IRPA Congress can get timely distribution to the global radiation protection profession?
Using digital media or other tools/technologies, is there a better or more cost effective way to organize and structure future IRPA Congresses?

Refresher Courses – 

Should Refresher Courses be made available on the webpage after an IRPA Congress? If yes, how soon after a Congress should they be available and for how long?

Should they be free or should a fee be charged?

Would the webpage posting of presenter CVs/Bio’s, with the level of material to be provided (e.g., novice, intermediate, advanced), well in advance of the Congress better promote participation in Refresher Courses?
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