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INTRODUCTION

One may ask what 1s to be accomnlished by a Health
Physics Conference? More fundamentally, one might ask
what is Health Physics? 4 personal definition of Health
Physics is "that" which allows one to walk through a 1ab
or plant (or countryside) where ionizing radiation is
being used or made with a relatively clear conxcience
that one is not being bombarded with radiation to an
injurious extent, I hone that out of this Conference &
more objective definition will arise that will replace
this purely subjective one,

The main purpose of the Conference is to draw to-
gether persons working in this field =o that they may
hear the latest developments from specialists and to
discuss their problems with these specialists, A rela-
tively large portion of time, therefore, has been allotted
to discuasion periods. Many of the questions that will
arise probably no definite answer can be given as yet,
but the discussion of them will help in the formulation
of the answers, Since this is the first Conference in
this field that has been held, it is hoped that a wide
sudience will be reached and that it will attract persons
actively engaged in Health Physics,

The program has been planned by the Program Committee
following the receipt of questionnaires that were sent to
persons in this field throughout the United States.

At present it seems we are standing at the crossroads,
A good deal of experimentation, and theorizing has been
done; in the field of particle accelerators; e.g. the X-ray
" machine and Cyclotron, much has been accomplished; but in
utilizing the energy in the nucleus the surface has only
been scratehed, And, we must remember that no matter what
process is used to obtain the energy from the nucleus
(fission, fission-fuswon or some as yet undiscovered
process) that it will undoubtedly be accompanied by lon=-
izing radiation, Therefore, the future appears challeng-
ing for us, for progress with the nucleus can only progress
as fast as we in this field can control or utilize the
radiations,




Many thanks must be extended to many people, in
particular Dr, Elda E., Anderson for without her and the
whole~hearted co-operation of the United States Atomic
Inergy Commission this Conference would have had a hard
tine beling more than a persons dream,
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